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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . In light of the explanation given by the applicant in the amendment filed on 26 March 
2007, the objection to the disclosure and the rejection of 35 USC § 1 12 has been withdrawn. The 
amendment also overcomes the objections made to the claims. 

2. The text of those sections of title 35 U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in 
the prior office action mailed on 28 December 2006. 

Claim Rejections 

3. Claims 1-4 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ishimura et al. (US 6,424,615 Bl). 

The rejection is set forth in the previous Office Action. 

Applicant's arguments filed on 26 March 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues Ishimura et al. do not disclose "first reading TOC (Table of Content) 
data of said lead-in area in said target session, and then sequentially reading said data tracks in 
said target session for reading said special track-related information" and "only when finishing 
reading all of said data tracks in said target session, then moving said pickup head to the next 
session for continuing on reading special track-related information" (claim 1). 

Answer: Ishimura et al. disclose upon on loading of the disk TOC information is read 
(see figure 8, step SI) from the lead-in area of the first volume (target session) and if it is judged 
that multiple volumes are present, TOC information of each volume is read sequentially until 
final volume identification is detected (see column 13, lines 10-20 and figure 9). After reading 
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the TOC information in the first lead-in area the program area (in the instant application case 
named as data track) is read continuously whether there is an indication of the presence of other 
volumes and this goes on sequentially until the last session (see column 13, lines 44-55 and 
figure 10). This shows that the sequence of reading is TOC in lead-in area of the target volume, 
the program area of the target volume and sequentially reading TOC and program area of the 
next subsequent volumes. 

The applicant also argues that Ishimura et al. differ from claim 1 of the present 
application in several aspects. First, claim 1 relates to a method of reading "special track-related 
information" on an optical storage medium, but Ishimura et al. do not disclose or does not even 
concern this kind of information at all. The special track-related information is illustrated in the 
present Application, page 1, lines 13-16: The data track contains user information and 
information of data track relating to Data Mode/Form, Packet Type (including Fixed Type and 
Variable Type), Packet Size, and Next Writable Address (NWA), known as special track-related 
information. 

Answer: in claim 1 of the instant invention "special track-related information" is not 
limited to the given definition as shown above (the definition of special track-related information 
is given in claim 7 and not in claim 1); special track-related information can be, for example, the 
indication of the presence of the next volume/session. 

The applicant also argues that after reading TOC information in a specific volume, 
Ishimura et al. do not read in that volume for the special track-related information. 

Answer: Ishimura et al. shows that after reading TOC information in a specific volume, 
the program area/the data track is reproduced before going to the next volume (see column 13, 
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lines 44-52 and step S26 and S29 of figure 10) and as discussed above the special information 
could be the presence of the next volume (see the discussion of special track-related information 
above). 

The applicant also argues that Ishimura et al., in contrast, does not read the special track- 
related information between the readings of the two adjacent TOC information. For example, 
after reading the TOC information of the first volume, the reproduction position of the optical 
pickup 42 is made "forwardly" by a time length and the reproduction is resumed only from the 
start position of the lead-in area of the second volume for the TOC information of the second 
volume. 

Answer: Ishimura et al. shows the reading of the program area/the data track in between 
the readings of two adjacent TOC informations "reproduction of the program area of the first 
volume is made continuously after finishing reproduction of the lead-in area of the first volume 
(S26)" (see column 13, lines 45-48). After reading each TOC the program area is reproduce see 
for example S26 and S29 of figure 10). 

The applicant also argues "It is clear from Ishimura et al. that the reproduction position of 
its optical pickup 42 is made forwardly by a time length to skip the reading in between until the 
start position of the lead-in area of the second volume is located. Therefore, Ishimura et al. do 
not read any special track-related information between the readings of the two adjacent TOC 
information, which is in direct contradiction with claim 1 of the Application". 

Answer: see the above discussion. 

The applicant also argues "Ishimura et al. do not read the special track-related 
information in a prior volume before the optical pickup 42 is moved to the next volume. Claim 1 
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of 

the Application specifically recites: "only when finishing reading all of said data tracks in said 
target session, then moving said pickup head to the next session for continuing on reading special 
track-related information." Ishimura et al., in contrast, complete first the readings of the TOC 
information in all the volumes in the optical disk 1 0, and then performs the other reproduction 
operations." 

Answer: as shown clearly in figure 10 the sequence of reading is TOC, program area and 
then the next volume's TOC and program area and so on (see the sequence of reading in figure 
10). As to special related information, see the discussions above. 

4. Claims 5, 6, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishimura et al. (US 6,424,615 Bl) as applied to claim 1 and 11, above, further in view of 
Okamoto et al. (US 2001/0055246 Al). 

The rejection is set forth in the previous Office Action. 

5. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishimura 
et al. (US 6,424,615 Bl) as applied to claim 1 and 11, above, further in view of Misaizu (US 
6,594,214 Bl). 

The rejection is set forth in the previous Office Action. 

6. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishimura 
et al. (US 6,424,615 Bl) as applied to claim 1 and 11, above, further in view of Nonaka et al. 
(US 5,471,441). 

The rejection is set forth in the previous Office Action. 
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7. Claims 9, 10, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

♦ 

Ishimura et al. (US 6,424,615 Bl) in view of Nonaka et al. (US 5,471,441) as applied to claims 8 
and 18, above, and further in view of Kono (US 5,305,296). 

The rejection is set forth in the previous Office Action. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Horie (US 2002/00641 1 1 Al) teaches an optical recording and data ecording/reproducing 
method that initializes disc and reads a lead-in area and decodes special information (see figure 
14). 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) Will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period, for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdukader Muhammed whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1226. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571) 272-7582. Customer Service can be reached 
at (571) 272-2600. The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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